AMAZONS    OF    FREEDOM

ment, was expressly abolished by the Russians. In
addition to the political enslavement of the Polish
people, they wanted to encompass their cultural
subjection. Any public effort on the part of the
Poles to educate their children was frustrated by
the fact that all Polish schools were placed under
the strict supervision of Russian school inspectors
to see that the language of instruction was Russian,

That was the situation with which the women
of Poland had to contend. It was due to their self-
sacrificing patriotism that the Russian tyranny
failed in its purpose of crushing the Polish national
spirit and extirpating Polish culture. Everywhere
the women and girls maintained their secret
schools, gradually evolving an organized system
of education, which also involved the continual
outwitting of the Russian authorities. By the year
1894 the long experience of underground instruc-
tion had crystallized in a normal educational
system, with a regular Polish supervising authority
and proper examinations.

In view of the foregoing, it is not surprising to
learn that the prime mover of this national organi-
zation was a woman, Cecilia Sniegocka, who at
first found herself opposed by her own people,
but ultimately succeeded in her purpose. The
objection to her plan was that a nation-wide
organization, in contrast with individual secret
schools, would be bound to arouse the suspicion
of the Russian authorities and ultimately lead to
the incarceration of all concerned in it. However,
despite such attempts to sabotage her plan, Mme
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